Initials

Keith Chesterton" might stand a chance;
the author's surname is long and uncommon.
But H. George Wells or Herbert G. Wells
would be asking for neglect, and the name of
Sir Thos. Caine on a new novel would be greeted
by the public with stares of apathetic non-
comprehension. But let it be observed that
there is almost every sort of variety in the
signatures by which these eminent men have
already become known. Mr. Shaw customarily
writes both his Christian names in full, or
begins with an initial and writes the second
name at length. Sir Hall Caine suppresses his
first name and displays his second. And the
other two confine themselves to initials. Yet
I do not think it can fairly be said that Mr.
Chesterton is obscure behind the " G. K. " or
that Mr. Wells has hid his light under bushels
of " H. Gs."

I think the truth of it is that initials stick
just as well as names, but they take longer to
stick. They take longer to stick because they
have no intrinsic interest. They have no
flavour. There are exceptions. Mr. Chester-
ton has turned the series " G. K. C." into a
kind of word, with a tone of its own like any
other word ; and if an author arose who signed
his name " G. K. Chatterton" or " G. K.
Chipps," we should have prepossessions about
him, expect certain things from him, and
retain a memory of him if only with the result
of confusing him with his initial-sake. Again,
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